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Universidad Nacional (UNA), Costa Rica, 
Central America, is a higher education 
institution established in 1973. 
 
UNA was founded in a century 
characterized by population explosion, 
transformation processes in education, and 
changes in the national production system. 
In that context, there was a clear need to 
provide higher education mainly to the 
less advantaged sectors of the 
population, particularly in rural areas. 
 
Since the beginning, UNA has built a 
scientific, cultural, and social 
educational project that is 
comprehensive, inclusive and, above all, 
to the service of the Costa Rican society. 

Historical Review 

“The Necessary University” 
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The Universidad Nacional is a public 
institution of higher education 
devoted to the comprehensive 
preparation of professionals, as well 
as to the generation and 
dissemination of knowledge, 
contributing to the transformation of 
society toward higher levels of 
welfare, freedom and sustainability; 
all of this through teaching, research, 
outreach and other production 
means targeted primary to the 
disadvantaged social sectors.  

Mission 
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The Universidad Nacional is well-known in 
Latin America and the Caribbean for its 
academic excellence, innovation, and 
outreach at local, national, regional and 
international levels. Our students are 
distinguished by their comprehensive 
humanistic formation, as well as by their 
knowledge, skills, and abilities that respond to 
the needs of society.  
UNA offers top-quality, up-to-date, relevant, 
flexible, and rigorous study options in 
accordance with the strategic areas of 
knowledge and academic articulation 
processes.  
 
In terms of institutional management, 
independent, responsive, and streamlined 
processes facilitate decision-making, 
transparency, and accountability.  

Vision 
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• Humanism !
• Transparency !
• Inclusion !
• Probity !
• Environmental responsibility !
• Transformative knowledge 

• Excellence
• Social commitment
• Democratic participation
• Fairness
• Respect

Principles 

Values 
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•  Environment, territory, and sustainability  
 
•  Scientific and technological development, 

and innovation  
 
•  Education and comprehensive 

development  

•  Humanism, art, and culture  

•  Eco-efficient, agricultural, and natural 
resources production  

•  Ecosystem-based health and quality of life  

•  Information and communication 
technologies  

•  Society and human development  

Strategic Areas of Knowledge 
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Commitments undertaken by 
the University authorities 2015-2020 

Overcome  
inequalities  
and eliminate  
all forms of  
discrimination!

Bet on  
sustainability!

Defend  
human rights!

Humanism and Academic Excellence Strengthening 
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Art, Culture,  
Education and  

comprenhensive
 development  

Academic 
excellence 
multidisciplinary and!

interdisciplinary!





Additional information: www.una.ac.cr/index.php/m-carreras 
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Student Federation (FEUNA)!
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Procedencia de los estudiantes según !
reserva indígena!

Costa Rica is a democratic,  
free, independent, multiethnic  
and multicultural republic ” “! Article 1, Political Constitution of Costa Rica 

Origin and distribution of students by indigenous 
reserve:!



NOTE: Percentages do not total 100 percent because some PPAAs are carried out in various provinces. !

PPAAs percentage by province 
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North America:!
• Canada!
• United States of America!
• Mexico!
!
Central America:!
• Guatemala!
• El Salvador!
• Honduras!
• Nicaragua!
• Panama!
!
The Caribbean:!
• Cuba!
• Dominican Republic!
• Haiti!
• Puerto Rico!
• Trinidad and Tobago!
!
South America!
• Brazil!
• Colombia!
• Bolivia!
• Argentina!
• Peru!
• Chile!
• Uruguay!
• Venezuela!
• Ecuador!
!
Europe:!
• Spain!
• Germany!
• France!
• Sweden!
• Netherlands!
• Italy!
• Poland!
• Bulgaria!
• Norway!
• Malta!
• Russia!
• Denmark!
• Turkey!
• England!
• Lithuania!
• Switzerland!
!
Asia:!
• Japan!
• China!
• Korea!
• Taiwan!
!
Middle East:!
• Israel!
!
Africa:!
• Kenya Nairobi!



UNA: 
 
- Has an Environmental Policy. 
 
- Has an Institutional  
Environmental Management  
Plan 
 
- Has been awarded with the  
Ecological Blue Flag,  
a program of the Ministry of  
Environment, Energy, and  
Telecommunications of  
Costa Rica to acknowledge  
good environmental  
performance. 
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The Year of the 
Public Universities for  

Mother Earth 
CONARE's official communication: CNR-245-15 of September 2, 2015!

!
CSUCA-official communication: !

CV extraordinary session in Guatemala on November 20, 2015, !

2016 
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"The Necessary University" 
- Established in 1973 -  
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